_________ MP
House of Commons

London SW1A 0AA

Dear _________

Save Childcare Vouchers

As you might be aware, the government recently announced plans to end the tax relief on employer-supported childcare vouchers.  As a user of childcare vouchers, I am very concerned about this proposal, which will make it much more difficult for me to afford the childcare my family needs.
Since the scheme began in 2005, childcare vouchers have helped over 600,000 parents pay their household’s childcare costs.  It is also popular with employers and is one of the main sources of income for nurseries and childminders.  The majority of people using the scheme are basic rate taxpayers who can receive up to £900 a year towards their childcare payments.  Hard working families cannot afford for such vital support to be withdrawn and it may force many – mostly women – to reconsider staying in work.
The prime minister’s aim to extend 10 hours free childcare to a third of two year olds by 2015 is well intentioned.  However, I feel it is very unfair to make other parents pay for this by withdrawing existing help with childcare costs.  There is a petition on the No.10 website calling on the prime minister to reconsider taking this critical support away from working families, which has already attracted more than 40,000 signatures.  An Early Day Motion (No. 1978) has also been tabled in Parliament.
I would be most grateful if you could raise this matter urgently with the relevant minister and your colleagues in Parliament.  Your support for the EDM would also be appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

Parent

